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Abstract 

This study focused on examining the socio-economic factors of teenage prostitution in Calabar 

Municipal: Implications for social work practice. To achieve this, two specific objectives were 

formulated to guide the study viz: to examine poverty rate as a cause of teenage prostitution in 

Calabar municipal; to examine how parental negligence influence teenage prostitution in Calabar 

Municipal. The variables under the specific objectives were used to formulated research questions 

and hypothesis to guide the study. Based on the analysis, the findings revealed that there is a 

significant relationship between poverty and teenage prostitution in Calabar municipal. Based on 

the findings, it was recommended amongst others that: Through prevention, direct intervention, 

rehabilitation, and advocacy, social workers can help mitigate the impact of teenage prostitution 

and work towards a society where young people are not subjected to exploitation. 

Keywords: Socioeconomic factors, teenage prostitution, Implications, social work practice, 

poverty rate 

 

1.0 Introduction 

Prostitution is the act of providing sexual 

services to another person in return for 

payment. People who execute such activities 

are called prostitutes'; it is a branch of the sex 

industry, according to Oxford dictionary 

(2006), the word prostitution refers to the act 

or practice of engaging in sexual intercourse 

for more, which is mostly practiced by the 

female folks. It may be regarded as the 

fountain head from which venerable disease 

originates. This act has existed in almost all 

the societies from the earliest time but with 

varied attitudes by the societies toward those 

who practice it. 

The moment sexual intercourse became a 

matter of barter and sale, a tendency existed 

for the creation of an enslaved class, which 

historically has its full climax in Europe in 

the nineteenth century under the government 
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policy of segregation. Today, although all 

societal norms and values are much more 

liberal with regards to marital, premarital and 

extramarital sex, prostitution is still frowned 

upon by the society members. Cross River 

State precisely, Calabar Municipality being 

one of the societies where prostitution is 

frowned upon has prohibited the existence of 

brothels, where prostitution is practiced and 

the act of prostitution in the criminal code of 

the Federal Republic of Nigeria section 223, 

224 and 225, brothel and the act of 

prostitution is prohibited and offenders 

punishable under the law of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria (Nigerian constitution, 

1999), therefore prostitution is a crime mid 

because a proportionate part of the youth or 

female population are victim. It is also a 

social problem in the Nigerian."' society, 

likewise here in Calabar Municipality.  

Despites the societal disapproval and the 

negative consequence of prostitution namely 

spreading of venerable disease as (AIDS) 

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome, 

syphilis, gonorrhea, moral degradation-etc. 

there is still an increase rate at which avenues 

that promotes prostitution are established: 

brothel, dancing halls, night clubs, call 

houses, parlour houses etc. Also' 

pornographic materials have flooded the 

supermarkets, bookshops, holidays resorts, 

cinema houses and astonishingly bus-stop 

now stinks with sexually lascivious writings, 

cartoons video tapes and pictures, hawked 

from house to house, office to office, by 

indolent teenage boys and girls (youths) 

(Nnana & Nwadike, 2024). 

Due to the rapid rate at which family 

structures are broken down nowadays and the 

pressures of life, or no idea of the side effect 

of this social devil, the number of teenagers 

in the business has increased. The victims of 

this epidemic or social problem engage in sex 

commercialization simply because they 

consider it as being lucrative. Generally, 

teenage prostitution is viewed by the society 

as something, which is bad and unwelcomed 

to individuals and families (Nnana, 2023). 

The life span of teenage prostitutes is short, 

they stand the chance of contacting several 

diseases, on the other hand, they help in 

increasing the rate of criminality in the 

society mid they bring red labeling of the 

society in general, their families mid to 

themselves (Nnana, Enobong, Anyang, 

Cecilia, & Beauty, 2023). 

Recently, the economy has become so 

difficult that some teenagers engage in all 

sort of activities to gain a living, such 

activities includes robbery, money rituals, 

frauds, crime, corruption, prostitution etc. 

The standard of living is high and some 

people do indulge in anything to maintain 

good living. Some teenagers due to their 

financial problem have decided to go into 

prostitution. In the case of Calabar-

Municipality, people who indulge in 

prostitution are mainly young girls and boys 

(teenagers). Although men and women alike 

engage in prostitution, they usually have 

places where they stay, some of them stay in 

apartment "call girls", the other one is brothel 

where the prostitutes generally rest and are 

supervised usually by an older female who 

acquire sufficient money and make enough 

social contract; lastly are the independent 

prostitutes that stay around the hotels and 

along the streets (Nnana, Rita & Adie, 2024). 
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There are certain situations that has led many 

teenagers into prostitution; these problems 

may be ranging from financial constraints i.e. 

low income earners (mostly those who their 

income is not enough for them to solve their 

problems), others indulge in prostitution 

because of the situation they find themselves, 

which include loss of parents, abandonment 

and rejection cases, he/she can possibly enter 

into prostitution which can formally give rise 

to sex commercialization (Tangban, Nnana & 

Udousoro, 2024). Considering the escalating 

rate which this practice has eaten deep into 

the moral edifice of the Nigerian society, this 

eventually may sap these youths and nations 

both physical and moral powers it not 

checked, it is a serious concern to every good 

citizen of this nation and Calabar 

Municipality in particular. Therefore, this 

study examines socioeconomic factors and 

teenage prostitution in Calabar Municipality 

and the implication for social work practice. 

 

2.0 Literature review  

2.1 The concept of teenage prostitution 

Teenage prostitution is a serious and complex 

issue that affects many young people across 

the globe. It involves minors, typically under 

the age of 18, engaging in sexual activities in 

exchange for money, goods, or other forms of 

compensation. Teenage prostitution is a 

multifaceted problem influenced by a range 

of factors, including socio-economic 

conditions, family dynamics, peer pressure, 

and individual vulnerabilities. This essay 

explores the concept of teenage prostitution, 

its causes, consequences, and potential 

solutions to this grave social problem 

(Durojaiye, 2012). 

According to Adebayo (2018), teenage 

prostitution refers to the involvement of 

young individuals, often adolescents between 

the ages of 13 and 18, in the sex trade. While 

prostitution is generally understood as the 

exchange of sexual services for money or 

goods, teenage prostitution specifically 

involves minors who are often coerced, 

manipulated, or driven into the trade due to a 

combination of factors such as poverty, lack 

of education, family issues, and exploitation 

by adults. Unlike adult sex workers, 

teenagers involved in prostitution often lack 

the emotional maturity, life experience, and 

understanding of the risks involved, making 

them particularly vulnerable to abuse and 

exploitation (Tangban & Nnana, 2024). 

Oni (2015) noted that teenage prostitution is 

illegal in many countries due to the 

recognition that minors are not capable of 

providing informed consent for sexual 

activities. However, despite thsese legal 

protections, the prevalence of teenage 

prostitution remains a global issue, with 

minors in both developed and developing 

countries being trafficked, coerced, or 

otherwise forced into the sex trade. Teenage 

prostitution is a tragic reality that affects 

vulnerable adolescents around the world 

(Ofem, 2023). The complex interplay of 

socio-economic factors, family dynamics, 

peer pressure, and abuse makes it a 

challenging issue to address. However, with 

concerted efforts from governments, non-

governmental organizations, communities, 

and families, it is possible to protect young 

people from exploitation, provide them with 

opportunities for growth, and help them 

break free from the cycle of prostitution. By 

addressing the root causes and offering 
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comprehensive support and protection, 

society can help ensure that every teenager 

has the chance to grow into adulthood free 

from abuse and exploitation (Oni, 2015; 

Christiana, Nnana, Emmanuel, Lilian, & 

Victor, 2022; Nnana, Rita & Adie, 2024). 

2.1.1 Poverty and teenage prostitution 

According to Scott (2008), prostitution is 

viewed as the activities of any individual, 

male or female, who for some forms of 

personal satisfaction as a part of whole time 

profession engage in normal or abnormal 

sexual intercourse with various persons who 

may be of the same sex or opposite sex. This 

definition of prostitution however viewed it 

as a profession which members of both sex 

can become victims of practitioners, but that 

sex between individuals of the same sex 

(male) is termed "homosexual" while that 

between individuals of opposite sex is 

heterosexual. Greenwald, (2009) declared 

"call girls" as the aristocrats of prostitution, 

they desire to dress more queenly or richly 

and change a minimum of about half a 

thousand naira per sexual conduct within this 

is a professional prostitute who try to protect 

themselves from extreme demoralization, 

because if she tends' to gravitate into 

downward street walkers and brothels 

prostitutes are mainly of middle of middle 

class background. They maintain apartment 

away? From the central part of the city, they 

hold to high class (upper class) men who or 

course received some payment for their 

services. Some are able to make choices 

regarding their patrons, resist the tendency 

towards complete demoralization. 

Miller (2014) explain how a seemingly 

voluntary exchange is actually an act of 

force; "prostitution involves one gender 

taking advantage of its superior social status 

and manipulating the other gender. Because 

members of this less powerful group are 

compelled or forced, physically or 

psychologically to engage in a sexual act, 

prostitution is fundamentally coercive and 

exploitative", Brown Miller (2014) insists: 

prostitution, it is claimed, legitimizes the 

social attitudes that subjugate women as a 

class. Thus, prostitutes have a moral and 

political obligation to stop selling their 

bodies because these transactions fortify the 

cultural assumptions that damage women. 

This assumption is said to have live 

consequences specifically, prostitution is said 

to lead to rape, and thus prostitutes are 

contributing to the rape culture. 

Jacobson and Jodi, (2017) went further by 

saying that in developing countries, it has 

also been estimated that "70 percent of 

female infertility is cause by sexually 

transmitted disease that can be traced back to 

their husbands or partners, among women in 

rural Africa, female infertility is widespread 

from husband or partners who migrate to 

urban areas, buy commercial sex and bring 

home infections and sexually transmitted 

diseases. Numerous studies in Africa and 

Asia by the World Bank and a number of 

international organizations research have 

found that divorced or separated women 

comprise the great majority of prostitutes or 

"semi-prostitutes, thus, a major health effect 

of the mass male consumption or commercial 

sex and the expansion of sex industries in 

developing countries are not only a rampant 

increase in sexually transmitted disease but 

an exponential in infertility. The further 

effect of this vicious circle ensure that a 

whole new segment of women who are 
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abandoned by their husbands due to 

infertility, are propelled into prostitution for 

survival. According to Awake (2018) "All 

forms of sexual exploitation are incompatible 

with human dignity, and therefore violate 

fundamental human rights, regardless of the 

ages, gender, race, ethnicity or class of the 

victim" UNESCO sources. Prostitution 

thrives in an environment of misery and 

poverty. 

The News Paper (O Estado des Paulo, 1999) 

explains that a girl may end up as a prostitute 

by running with a street gang. In order to get 

something to eat, she may steal and only 

occasionally sell her body, next, she becomes 

a professional prostitute. Some teenagers are 

sent to other countries to work as prostitutes 

to their families offer amount to considerable 

sums given the poverty of some Asian and 

African countries", reports UNESCO 

sources.  

2.1.2 Parental Negligence and Teenage 

Prostitution 

According to UNICEF (2014), in many 

developing nations, the welfare of children is 

a major concern, especially as it pertains to 

the influences of socioeconomic challenges, 

family dynamics, and societal norms. In 

Calabar Municipality, a city in southeastern 

Nigeria, the intersection of parental 

negligence and the increasing incidence of 

teenage prostitution is a growing social issue. 

Parental negligence refers to the failure of 

parents or guardians to provide adequate 

care, supervision, and support for then 

children. It can manifest in various forms, 

including physical neglect (failure to provide 

basic needs like food, shelter, and clothing), 

emotional neglect (lack of affection and 

guidance), and educational neglect (failure to 

send children to school or encourage 

learning). In the context of Calabar, many 

families, especially in low-income 

neighborhoods, face challenges that may 

contribute to parental negligence, such as 

poverty, unemployment, or inadequate social 

support systems (Duru, 2010, Nnana & Nsan, 

2024). 

According to Okpala (2018), parents who are 

unable to meet their children's basic needs 

may inadvertently expose them to dangerous 

situations, including the lure of illicit 

activities such as prostitution. Teenage girls, 

in particular, are more vulnerable due to the 

pressures of peer influence, the desire for 

material possessions, and the lack of role 

models or mentors to guide them. This 

negligence can also lead to a breakdown in 

communication between parents and their 

children, further pushing the teenagers into 

risky behaviors as they seek to fill the 

emotional void left by their caregivers. 

Teenage prostitution refers to the 

involvement of young girls, often under the 

age of 18, in the exchange of sexual services 

for money, goods, or favors. In Calabar, like 

in many urban centers across Nigeria, 

teenage prostitution has become an alarming 

phenomenon. Girls as young as 14 years old 

are often lured into the sex trade due to a 

combination of socio-economic hardships, 

peer pressure, and the absence of a supportive 

family structure. While there are various 

factors at play, parental neglect plays a 

pivotal role in pushing these girls into 

prostitution (Okpala, 2018, Nnana, & 

Nwadike, 2024, Ofem, 2024). 

One major factor is economic desperation. 

Many teenagers, especially those from poor 

households, may feel the need to find quick 
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sources of income, either for themselves or to 

support their families. With limited access to 

education or job opportunities, teenage girls 

are more likely to resort to prostitution, 

which offers immediate financial rewards. 

Some may also be coerced into the trade by 

pimps or individuals who exploit their 

vulnerability. In Calabar, there are reports of 

young girls engaging in sex work in exchange 

for money, clothes, or even basic amenities 

like food and shelter (Durojaiye, 2012; 

Nnana, & Nsan, 2024). 

According to Ogunsiji (2011), the rise of 

teenage prostitution in Calabar Municipality 

is a direct consequence of parental 

negligence, coupled with socioeconomic 

challenges and a lack of protective systems 

for vulnerable adolescents. Addressing this 

issue requires a collective effort from parents, 

communities, ranging from familial abuse to 

economic hardship, and the risks faced by 

minors involved in prostitution are severe 

and long-lasting. Social workers are uniquely 

positioned to intervene in this issue, 

providing both immediate support and long-

term solutions. Through prevention, direct 

intervention, rehabilitation, and advocacy, 

social workers can help mitigate the impact 

of teenage prostitution and work towards a 

society where young people are not subjected 

to exploitation. Addressing the root causes of 

teenage prostitution requires a 

comprehensive, holistic approach that 

involves all sectors of society -government, 

social services, the community, and law 

enforcement - in ensuring the safety and 

dignity of vulnerable adolescents (Ogunsiji, 

2011; Nnana, Enobong, Anyang, Cecilia, & 

Beauty, 2023). 

 

2.2 Theoretical framework 

2.2.1 Situational control theory 

Prostitution can be viewed using the 

situational control theory propounded by 

Travis Hirschi (1969) to explain the 

delinquency attributed to the breakdown or 

lack of control over urges to commit 

offences. For Hirschi. All people have 

occasionally desires to commit offence and 

could do so if they "dared" but according to 

him, people usually control these urges 

because of the bonds with conventional 

society. 

Titus, the proponent of the social provisional 

approach place emphasis on the rights of 

society members especially as it pertains to 

equality of access to the resources and 

opportunities, society has to offer. 

The social provisional approach attaches 

particular importance to the responsiveness 

of the community and relevant social 

institutions to the, numerous personal and 

social problems, especially as they affect 

individuals in the society generally, and the 

less privileged in particular. Also, according 

to them, the people have difficulties when 

social structures and institution do not 

provide the basic needs of the people in the 

society, especially the social welfare 

institutions, as these (social provisions) by 

right must be provided for the people because 

of certain problems especially the poor 

people. 

Kingsley Davis (1937) applying this theory 

to the study of teenage prostitution noted that 

prostitution is functional, that is it has 

positive functions for society at any given 

point in time, from this perspective. Davis 

(1937) asserts that prostitution provide sexual 

outlet for those who cannot at the moment 
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find permanent or stable partners for 

example, traveling salesmen, sailors, 

businessmen, prostitution provides sexual 

outlet for those who do not have energy or 

will to pursue more elaborate forms of 

courtship, it provides a means of sexual 

satisfaction during times when more stable 

relationship are temporary or permanently 

disorganized, for example during separation, 

divorce, widowhood.  

3.0 Methodology 

This study utilizes the survey research 

technique. This is the arrangement of 

condition for collecting and analyzing data, it 

is also seen as the laid down plan that 

determines what a researcher is going to 

observe and analyze, why and how, it 

involves a decision regarding what topic is to 

be studied, among what population, with 

what research method and for what purpose. 

Research design is the structuring of 

investigation aimed at identifying variables 

and their relationship to one another and it 

guides the researcher in the process of 

collecting, analyzing and interpreting of data. 

Calabar Municipality was considered 

appropriate for the study since it is the 

headquarters of Cross River State; Calabar 

Municipality is located on the southern part 

of Cross River State. It lies between latitude 

28°34 south of the equator and longitude 

21°23 east of the Greenwich meridian, it 

shares a common boundary with Odukpani 

Local Government Area on the east with 

Akpabuyo Local Government Area while on 

the west, Calabar Municipality consist of ten 

(10) political wards and is bounded with the 

rivers that is the estuary of Cross River. The 

major ethnic groups in Calabar Municipality 

are the Efiks and Quas. At the helm of the 

affairs of the Efiks dynasty is His Eminence 

Obong of Calabar and the grand patriarch of 

the Efik in which all the Efik pays homage, 

and tributes to whereas Ntoe is the political 

and traditional head of the Qua Clan which 

all the Qua indigenes pay homage and tribute 

to. 

Both the Efiks and Quas share almost a 

similar culture heritage. This is witness in the 

Ekpe Cult in which both clan own and display 

during festivity period like the coronations 

and burial of the Obong and Ntoe. In regard 

to their religious life, 95 percent of both the 

Efiks and Quas are Christians, this is witness 

in the multi-farious Christian denomination 

scattered all over nooks and crannies of 

Calabar Municipality. The major economic 

occupations of the Efiks are fishing and 

trading while Quas are great hunters and 

farmers. According to National Population 

Commission Census held in 2006, the 

population of Calabar municipality is 

179,392. This forms the population of this 

study area. Its covered all teenagers, adult 

men and women, who are predominantly 

residents of Calabar Municipality. 

The researcher adopted the cluster sampling 

techniques for this study. This sampling 

procedure involves composing a sample by 

sampling one naturally occurring event or 

union from a motel of similar union. The 

researcher made use of this technique 

because it permits the study of union and 

management relationship to be carried out 

simultaneously in the two universities, 

procedure shall follow two partem, those at 

the Jabson Motel and Venue Motel on 

separate days, the questionnaire was 

administered directly since employees are all 

literate. On visiting the various motels 
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respondents shall be chosen on basis of 

union. Teenagers from the area of study were 

also selected to participate in the study. Only 

respondents who fall under this criterion shall 

be qualified for the study and questionnaire 

given to him or her to complete and return. A 

total of one hundred and fifty copies (150) of 

questionnaires were randomly administered 

on the respondents. 

The researcher also employed an oral 

interview method to elicit response from the 

respondents, this was done to enlighten, 

educate and convince the respondents not to 

give a biased answer to the questions, out of 

the one hundred and fifty questionnaires 

administered on the respondents a total of one 

hundred and were retrieved from the 

respondents. The data collected for the study 

were analyzed using simple percentages. The 

questions were used as a research instrument 

for collection of the data that was necessary 

for the study, this was supplemented with 

oral interviews aimed at determining the 

effect and consequences of prostitution on 

youths in the area under study. The results are 

presented in tables for easy analysis. The 

formula for analysis is thus:  

 

Number of respondents      x   100  

Total number of respondents             1 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1 Findings 

Table 1:     Number and percentage of respondents by sex 

Sex Number Percentage 

Male 10 7.14% 

Female 130 92.86% 

Total 140 100% 

     Source: Field work (2025) 

 

From table 1 shows that 10 respondents were male representing 7.14%, while 130 respondents 

were female representing 92,86%. 
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Table 2: Number and percentage of respondents by age 

Age Number Percentage 

13-18 86 61.43% 

19-24 42 30.00% 

25-30 12 8.57% 

31 and Above - - 

Total 140 100% 

           Source: Field work (2025) 

 

Table 2 above shows that the highest number of respondent falls within the age range of 13 - 18 

years, or 61.43%, the age range of 19 - 24 or 30% recorded 42 respondents while that of 25-30 or 

8.57% recorded 12 respondents, the age range of 31 above recorded nil respondents. 

 

Table 3: Number and percentage of respondents by marital status 

Marital status Number Percentages 

Married 13 9.29% 

Single 105 75.00% 

Divorced 14 10.00% 

Widow 8 5.71% 

Total 140 100% 

        Source: Field work (2025) 

 

From table 3 above, out of total of 40 respondents, 105 are single girls/boys, 14 respondents are 

divorced, 13 are married while 8 are widow. 
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Table 4: Number and percentage of respondents by occupation 

Occupation Number Percentages 

Students 50 35.71% 

Workers 20 - 14.29% 

Unemployed 70 50.00% 

Total 140 100% 

     Source: Field work (2025) 

 

Table 4 portray that the highest number of respondents are 70 which imply that unemployment is 

responsible for the growing rate of prostitution, student form respondent population of constituting 

50 or 35.71 percent, and lastly by 20 constituting 14.29 percent. 

 

Table 5: Number and percentage of respondents by socio - economic background 

Socio-

economic 

background 

Achievement as 

Prostitute 

Socio-

economic 

background 

Achievement 

as prostitute 

Socio-economic 

Background 

Achievement 

as prostitute 

Rich Very rich 14 20 10.00 14.29 

Average Rich 46 40 32.86 28.57 

Poor Comfortable 80 80 57.14 57.14 

Total  140 140 100 100 

Source: Field work (2025) 

 

Table 5 reveals that 14 respondents come from rich socio-economic background whereas 20 

respondents are very rich since they join prostitution. 46 respondents come from average socio-

economic background while 40 respondents have achieved richness, since they join prostitution. 

Also 80 respondents had from a poor socio-economic 1 background whereas these same numbers 

too are comfortable in terms of achievement. 
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Table 6: Number and percentage of respondents of times obtain medical treatment. 

Number of 

time obtain 

medical 

Attendance 

to church 

Medical 

Treatment 

Attendance 

to church 

Medical 

Treatment 

Attendance to 

church 

Once a month Once a week 30 30 21.43 21.43 

Twice a week Twice a 22 20 15.71 14.29 

Thrice a week Thrice a 18 10 12.86 9.14 

None of the Once a 

month 

70 80 50.00 57.14 

Total  140 140 100 100 

Source: Field work (2025) 

 

Table 4.6 reveals that 21.43 percent of the respondents obtained medical treatment once a month 

and also attended church once a week, 15.71 percent of the respondents obtained medical treatment 

twice a week, while 14.29 percent of the respondents attended church twice a week, 12.86 percent 

of the respondents treated themselves medically thrice a week, whereas 7.14 percent respondents 

attended church thrice a week, 50 percent of the respondents does not go for medical treatment at 

all, while 57.14 percent of the respondents attended church once a while. 

 

 

Table 7: Number and percentage of respondents that are proud to be a prostitute and 

awareness   

proud to be a 

prostitute 

people 

awareness 

proud to be a 

prostitute 

people -

awareness 

proud to be a 

prostitute 

people 

awareness 

Yes Yes 40 80 28.57 57.14 

No No 100 60 71.43 42.86 

Total  140 140 100 100 

Source: Field work (2025) 

 

Table 7 indicates that 100 respondents constituting 71.43 percent not proud to be a prostitute 

whereas 46 respondents only constituting 28.57 percent are proud to be a prostitute, it further 

reveals that 57.14 percent of the respondents answers Yes, implying that they are known as 
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prostitutes in the community while 42.86 percent responded No, meaning that they are not known 

in the community as a prostitutes. 

 

Table 8: Number and percentage of respondents by classification of prostitution 

Classification of prostitution Number  Percentage 

Part time 60 42.80 

Full time 80 57.14 

Total 140 100% 

     Source: Field work (2025) 

 

Table 4.8 reveals that out of th3e total of 40 respondents, 60 of them engaged in part time 

prostitution and this constitute 42.86 percent whereas 80 respondents engaged in full time 

prostitution constituting 57.14 percent of the total respondents. 

 

Table 4.9: Number and percentage of respondents by opinion in terms of business position 

if accepted to go back to school 

Response Number Percentages 

Part time 20 14.29 

Full time 40 28.57 

Quit 80 57.14 

Total 140 100 

     Source: Field work (2025) 

 

Table 4.9 reveals that 57.14 percent of the respondents are ready and willing to quit the business 

of prostitution of given the opportunity to go back to school while 28.57 percent accepted on 

operating a part time business of prostitution and 14.29 percent of the respondents insisted and 

vow to continue on full time prostitution. 

Hypothesis one: 

H0:     There is no significant relationship between poverty and teenage prostitution in Calabar 

municipal; 
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This hypothesis is tested using table 5; the number of respondents that answer yes to question 15 

of the questionnaires is 95 and those that answer No is 45. Therefore, applying the percentage 

formular to test and analyzed this hypothesis we thus have: 

Percentage Yes =    95      x       100  =  9500 = 67.86% 

      140      1     140 

Percentage No =     45      x       100 = 4500 = 32.14% 

       140      1      140 

Furthermore, table 7 shows the response of respondents wanting to go back, to school if not for 

poverty, 90 of the respondents responded Yes only 50 says no due to age factor, based on this we 

thus have: 

Percentage Yes =         90      x       100 =  9000 = 64.29% 

140           1  140 

Percentage No =       50 x       100 =  5000  =  35.71% 

140            1  140 

Based on the calculated percentage values obtained and since the percentage Yes value is greater 

than the percentage No. i.e. (67.86 > than 32.14) and (64.29 > than 35.71) as seen above and as 

depicted in table 4.5. We therefore reject hypothesis one in it null and accept the alternate 

hypothesis. 

4.0 Discussion  

From the analysis of data, it can be deduced 

from the findings that there is a significant 

relationship between poverty and teenage 

prostitution in Calabar municipality. The 

finding is in line with Ogbonna, (2019) view 

that prostitution as a result of insufficient 

income, most parents are not able to provide 

enough fund and other basic needs 

unnecessities of life to their children, 

according to her, this makes it inevitable for 

parents to send their children to school or set 

up big business for them as results, children 

in their bed to satisfy their social economic 

needs referred to as basic needs above, take 

to prostitution. This group of neglected 

children form the majority of the street walk 

categories of prostitution, they do to survive.  

Its further support Bassey, (2018) who stated 

that prostitutes hang around the drink bars 

especially at the casinos to hunt for 

foreigners. The practice of offering sexual 

gratification in return for money or other 

returns can be classified into different layers 

depending on the mode of the act and the 

ambition behind the act just like any other 

group, prostitution has a system of social 

stratification or organization, other tenses of 

classifying or determining the status are by 

education, lifestyle, method of infant 

stratification among prostitutes is extremely 

well developed and it is used as basis for 

valuating them. 



JOURNAL OF CONTEMPORARY RESEARCH (JOCRES) VOL.4 (1) 

 14 

5.0 Conclusion 

In retrospect, prostitution is vast yielding 

money; venture that young women enter into 

to sustain a living without minding their 

integrity and the negativity opinion held by 

the society, the act of prostitution is enhanced 

by numerous factors among which are 

poverty, unemployment illiteracy and the 

desire to make more money and material 

wealth. The ultimate consequence of 

prostitution is untimely death. 

Poverty parental negligence and drug addict 

are considered major socioeconomic factors 

which influence teenage prostitution, as 

identified in this study. However, poverty is 

one of the major factors that lead teenagers 

into prostitution, because people first 

requires a determination of what constitutes 

basic needs. These may be defined as 

narrowly as those necessary for survival or as 

broadly as those reflecting the prevailing 

standard of living in the community. 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study, the 

following recommendations were made: 

1. Government should create more job 

opportunities for women to earn income; 

this will lessen their economic 

depression and prevent the prevalent act 

of prostitution currently dominating our 

society. This will also help enact 

legislations prohibiting all forms of 

prostitution and also spell out 

punishment for the offenders. 

2. There should be more and serious 

parental control over children in their 

social and moral relationship. Parents 

should develop an authoritarian pattern 

of parenting; this will enable them guide 

their children's day to day engagement. 

3. Social workers as well as other 

government and non-governmental 

agencies should help in the reintegration 

of youths who are already drug addict, 

and as well educate teenagers on the 

dangers of drug addiction on their 

mental, economic and social wellbeing. 

Through prevention, direct intervention, 

rehabilitation, and advocacy, social 

workers can help mitigate the impact of 

teenage prostitution and work towards a 

society where young people are not 

subjected to exploitation 
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